
  

 

 

 

28th October 2022 

Dear parents/ carers,  

Welcome to the last newsletter of this half-term of the Autumn Term 2022. There’s been lots 
happening, so we do hope you are keeping up to date with all things #teamPYD by following the 
school’s twitter account @1Penydre. We are also thinking of launching a dedicated Facebook 
page as we know lots of parents like using this social media platform. We will let you know how 
we get on after the break.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Class Charts 

       

As you know, we have launched Class Charts at Pen y Dre High School. We are really pleased 

with the take up and we already have 480 parents using the app as of today.  

Class Charts is an online system which teachers use to track achievement and behaviour 

throughout the school day. We can also share important announcements and key dates. 

We believe in working closely with parents and guardians and giving the best information we 

can about how your child is getting on in school. One of the key benefits of using Class Charts is 

that we are able to securely share your child(s) achievements with you and to keep you up to 

date in real-time. 

Each child has a unique access code which we have issued to parents / guardians. If your child 

has not given you the code,  please contact us for the unique code at 

classcharts@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk stating your child’s name and year group.  

Once you have been issued with a code, you will need to create an account and enter the code 

here: 

https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login 

Links to the Android and iOS parent apps are also available from this page or you can just 

download the parent app from the app store.  

 

 

mailto:classcharts@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk
https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login


  

 

 

 

If you have more than one child in the school, you can enter additional codes directly into your 

created account and you can keep an eye on how each child is getting on in school. 

If your child is awarded positive or negative points, please celebrate or discuss any issues with 

them before contacting us in the usual ways by phone or email. The best email for this will be 

classcharts@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk.  We may not be able to answer your query straight away, 

but we will try to discuss any issues as soon as possible. 

 

New Build and Health and Safety 
 
Phase 1 of the £50 million transformation of Pen y Dre High School into Wales’ first carbon net 
zero secondary school is well under way. Phase 1 involves the closure of the technology area, 
learning resource centre and IT rooms. These have all been relocated to other areas of the 
school. Morgan Sindall, our contractors, have built their site compound on the old staff car park. 
Once Welsh Water have finished their work, Morgan Sindall will access their compound from 
the rear of the school, which should make traffic a little easier on the drive. 
 
Thank you to all parents who have acted very respectfully by dropping off children outside 
school or in the visitors’ car park. Please do not use the new staff car park which is the first car 
park on the right. We hope to get further road markings next half-term to make this clearer for 
all who use our site.  Also, please drive dead slow at all times and do not try to drop off on the 
access drive to the visitors’ car park. As the signs say, you could endanger a child by doing so.  
 
Again, we must really thank you as parents for your patience as we enter this building 
programme.  
 

 
 
Languages, Literacy and Communication 
 
Well done to a group of Year 8 boys who participated in a creative writing course run by First 
Campus and Cardiff Metropolitan University. They have had their writing compiled into an 
anthology because their work was so impressive.  
 
Mrs Sullivan  
English Faculty 
 
Year 9 are enjoying their Art and English collaboration lessons based on Gothic horror literature. 
Students are able to visualise the characters they are writing about in English through their 
design work in art.  
 
Ms Powles  
English Faculty 

mailto:classcharts@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk


  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

           
  
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 

                         
 

________________________________________________ 
 
 
Apel y Pabi De Dwyrain Cymru/South East Wales Poppy Appeal 2022 
 
Roedd ein Prif Ferch (Millie-Kate Barrett) a Phrif Fachgen (Regan Patterson) yn rhan allweddol 
o'r seremoni lansio Apel y Pabi De Dwyrain Cymru yn Trago Mills, Merthyr Tudful ar 27ain 
Hydref. Roedden nhw'n hynod o dda yn siarad yn cyhoeddus yn y Gymraeg a'r Saesneg o flaen 
cynulleidfa mawr iawn. Fel yr unig pobl ifanc yn siarad yn y gwasanaeth rydym yn eithriadol o 
falch ohonynt.  
 
Our Head Girl (Millie-Kate Barrett) and Head Boy (Regan Patterson) were a key part of the South 
East Wales Poppy Appeal launch ceremony at Trago Mills, Merthyr Tydfil on 27th October. They 
were outstanding, speaking publically in Welsh and English in front of a large audience. As the 
only young people speaking at the service were are exceptionally proud of them.  
 
 
Mr Morgan  
 
Welsh and International Languages Faculty 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Expressive Arts 
 
Extracurricular 
There are lots of clubs going on including band practice, music tech club, ukulele, junk band, 
Studio PYD and choir. New students are always welcome at music clubs and we would love to 
see as many students as possible in attendance. Wind band will be led by Year 10 student Holly 
Thomas and will be launching after half term on Mondays after school. Please come along on 
Monday if you are interested! 
 
Remembrance 
Year 7 and 8 have started their remembrance projects, which will see Year 7 record Abide with 
Me as a choir and Year 8 performing the Last Post. Other students and staff have 
added instrumental sections to the Abide with Me project, which will be released as a video 
once recording and editing are completed.  
 
Spooky Compositions 
8LB have been working with Mr Pepler and Mrs Davies to compose a piece of Music to 
accompany stories written in English and artwork made in Art. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
As it Was Remix Competition 
Year 9 have been remixing the Harry Styles hit 'As it Was'. Many of these remixes have been 
entered into a competition being run by Year 11 as part of their BTEC course to be featured on 
their upcoming online release.  
 
Christmas Concert 
The Christmas Concert this year will feature Year 7 in a massed choir. We are also looking for 
performances from bands, instrumentalists and other singers, so please get in touch with Mr 
Pepler or Mrs Davies if you would like to be involved! 
 
Mr Pepler and Mrs Davies 
 
Music Department 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 

 

Animation with Pantyscallog Primary School 

Mr Latham spent the day at Pantyscallog Primary School teaching Year 3 pupils and staff how to 

animate with a variety of apps, processes and techniques. The pupils were extremely creative 

and all left with new digital skills after the session. t was a great experience working with these 

talented young animators and hopefully will continue to build their skills ready for KS3 transition 

in a few years. 

Mr Latham  

Art Department 

 



  

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Our u15s girls produced a tremendous performance winning 6-0 against Aberdare Community 
School in the regional section of the National Football Cup. They are now just one game away 
from the National stages of the cup. Leona Williams (year 10) captained the squad and scored a 
superb hat-trick. There were also goals from Milly Davies (year 10) and Kaydi Morgan (year 10).  
 
Mrs Pillarz  

Physical Education Faculty  

 

  

 

PYD House Competition 2022/23 

The pupils have enjoyed competing in their first house competitions this week with a total of 66 

competitive games taking place. Pupils across year 7, 8 and 9 have enjoyed games of netball and 

football competing as form classes. Here are the overall results for each house:  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Mrs Pillarz 

Physical Education Faculty  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr K. Maher Headteacher 
 


