12th November 2021
Dear parents/ carers,
Welcome to the latest Pen y Dre High School newsletter giving you an update on the latest
information regarding school life.

Changes to lunchtime arrangements
Intial feedback from pupils and staff is that they prefer the changes and having more time to
socialise with their wider year groups. We will review the arrangements at the end of next week.
The structure of the day is below:
Time

Activity

Year Group

8.30 -8.50

Assembly/ registration

All year groups

8.50-9.50

Lesson 1

All year groups

9.50-10.50

Lesson 2

All year groups

10.50 -11.05

Morning break

All year groups

11.05- 12.05

Lesson 3

All year groups

12.05 -12.40

Lunch A

Year 7 and 8

12.40 – 1.40

Lesson 4

Year 7 and 8

12.05 -1.05

Lesson 4

Year 9, 10, 11

1.05 – 1.40

Lunch B

Year 9, 10, 11

1.40 -2.40

Lesson 5

All year groups

The main hall will serve hot food and the lesser hall will serve ‘grab and go’ food.
Ordering Food
All menus are posted on the school website, we have posters around the school and we have
handouts for the pupils. The student price list shows the list of foods they can pre-order. This is
grab and go food only, hot food will just be chosen when the pupils are at the canteen counter.



Pupils in years 9/10/ 11 can pre-order at breaktime.
Pupils in year 7/ 8 can pre-order between 8.00 and 8.30 in the lesser hall.

They will be issued with a receipt which they must not lose. Payment is taken from Parent Pay.

Attendance and Punctuality
Please help your child to do their very best by ensuring they arrive on time every day, and are in
school every day.
We expect all pupils to be in school by 8.20 a.m. in order to be in registration for 8.30 a.m. We
do have a breakfast club where pupils can have toast and refreshments. If your child arrives late
to school every day, their learning begins to suffer. Below is a graph showing how being late to
school every day over a school year adds up to lost learning time.
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Regular school attendance is an important part of giving your child the best possible start in life.
Pupils who miss school frequently can fall behind with their work and do less well in exams. Good
attendance shows potential employers that your child is reliable. Research suggests that students
who attend school regularly could also be at less risk of getting involved in antisocial behaviour or

crime. Below is a table showing how your child’s percentage attendance equates to the amount of
school time missed.
Attendance
during
one
school year

Equivalent Days

Equivalent
Sessions

Equivalent Weeks

Equivalent
Lessons Missed

95%

9 Days

18 Sessions

2 Weeks

54 Lessons

90%

19 Days

38 Sessions

4 Weeks

114 Lessons

85%

29 Days

58 Sessions

6 Weeks

174 Lessons

80%

38 Days

72 Sessions

8 Weeks

228 Lessons

75%

48 Days

96 Sessions

10 Weeks

288 Lessons

70%

57 Days

114 Sessions

11.5 Weeks

342 Lessons

65%

67 Days

134 Sessions

13.5 Weeks

402 Lessons

Remebrance Day : Lest We Forget
On Thursday the school was able to host a Remembrance Service for those in our community,
and across nations, who have given their lives in the line of duty. A very moving occasion and
our pupils were incredibly respectful as we would expect. The event was filmed by S4C Heno.

School Parliament
Our Eco and Ethical department are running a campaign called the ‘Crisp Packet Project’. Their
aim is to collect as many empty packets of crisps as possible which will be used to create survival
kits including sleeping bags and blankets for those most in need. They have created these
collection boxes for the cause.

“Climate change is not only a
threat, it is, above all, an
opportunity to create a
healthier, greener, and cleaner
planet which will benefit all of
us. We must seize this
opportunity.”
UN Climate Change Conference
COP 26

Criw Cymraeg - clwb chwaraeon yr Urdd
Mae ein Criw Cymraeg yn hyrwyddo'r Gymraeg trwy clwb chwaraeon ar ol ysgol dydd Mawrth.
Croeso mawr i flwyddyn 7 a 8 ymuno - dewch i gael hwyl!
Our Criw Cymraeg are strengthening the use of Welsh with a Welsh after school club on
Tuesdays. A warm welcome to year 7 and 8 to join - come and have fun!

Other News


Our STEM club are embarking on a new problem solving project from next week, attempting
to solve transportation issues faced by farmers in Nepal. They will gain a Crest Discovery
Award by the end of the project. See the Science Faculty for more details.

Admissions for Year 6 September 2022
Next half-term we will be running and Open Evening for our Year 6 pupils and parents. We will
finalise over the next few weeks what this will entail; it is likely to be a virtual event in the first
instance.
Over the last two years we have had more applications to our Year 7 than places, so if you have
children in year 6 or know of friends who have, our advice is to apply now.
The deadline closes on the 17th December 2021 and the link is below (please cut and paste into
your browser).
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/resident/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-schoolplace/secondary-school-admissions/

Tiktok and other social media
You will have received the letter from the Local Authority regarding TikToK:
“I would like to remind you, and ask that you remind your children, that that they are not permitted
to film on school premises without permission. The local authority has asked schools to remind
young people that they are not allowed to upload unauthorised short films in the name of their
school. Possible sanctions could include exclusion and may in extreme situations involve the Police.
Would you please discuss this matter with your children and reiterate the above message.”

And finally, please note that Year 11 will have mock examinations on the week beginning 6 th
December 2021. Our Year 11 after school revision programme is under well under way and
attendance on this weekly programme will be very beneficial to your child’s progress towards
their final GCSE exams.
As always, we are here to support you with any concerns or issues that may arise. Please do let
us know if you require any further help through the usual email channels to staff. You can also
follow the successes of Pen y Dre High School pupils on Twitter @1Penydre.

Yours sincerely,
Mr. K. Maher Headteacher

