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Dyddiad/Date:  24th September 2021
 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Firstly, can I just say a very big thank you for your continuing support as schools manage the ongoing pandemic 
situation.  This information is simply to outline the current processes for schools in Merthyr Tydfil. 
As we all know by now, the symptoms for COVID-19 vary, but can include: 

 High Temperature 

 Loss/change to taste or smell 

 A new continuous cough 
It can be confusing what to do so hopefully the following scenarios help you understand what to do. 
 

YOUR CHILD TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 you must follow the instructions from TTP and ensure your child self-
isolates for 10 days.  Please inform your child’s school if you get notification that your child is positive as they 
are not always notified immediately by TTP where cases are identified.  
 

YOUR CHILD IS SHOWING NO SYMPTOMS AND THERE ARE NO CASES AT HOME 
It goes without saying that if your child has no symptoms and has not been in close contact with anyone at 
home who has tested positive, then you should send your child to school as normal.  There is no need to keep 
them off school or get a test unless you have been told otherwise by TTP.  
 

YOUR CHILD IS SHOWING NO SYMPTOMS BUT THERE ARE CASES AT HOME 
We would highly recommend that your child gets a test to ensure they are still safe to come to school and will 
not infect others in class.  A reminder that PCR tests are far more accurate and therefore will give you a better 
result to protect your family.  We have found with our most recent cases in schools across the authority that 
where children have been in contact with a Parent/Sibling who is positive, it is usually 2-3 days afterwards that 
the child develops symptoms.  
 

YOUR CHILD SHOWS SYMPTOMS AT HOME 
If at any point your child/ren show any of the above symptoms at home, then you should arrange for a test 
immediately.  Please do not sent your child to school until you have a confirmed negative result.  Please inform 
your school of the result as soon as you get it as TTP do not always get in touch immediately. 
 

YOUR CHILD SHOWS/DEVELOPS SYMPTOMS IN SCHOOL 
If your child demonstrates or develops any of the symptoms above whilst at school, or if a child mentions they 
are feeling unwell with the above symptoms, we will contact you to collect your child immediately to be tested.  
Again, we would recommend a PCR test.  Your child should not return to school until you have a result. 
 

THERE IS A POSITIVE CASE IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASS BUT YOUR CHILD SHOWS NO SYMPTOMS  
If your child’s class teacher informs you there has been a positive case in the class, this does not mean your 
child needs to stay off school (unless they have symptoms) and your child should continue to attend school as 
normal unless informed otherwise by TTP.  
 

If at any point you have any doubts or concerns about your child’s health, remember it is always better to be 
safe than sorry. Tests are a normal part of life now and we would encourage all parents to take up the offer of 
testing if at any point your child begins to develop the above symptoms. We know as we head into winter there 
will be colds and flu cases, however with symptoms being very similar to COVID-19, and with cases rising, the 
school is not in the position to make a judgement on whether a child has a cold or COVID and we will always err 
on the side of caution.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 
SUE WALKER, CHIEF OFFICER (LEARNING) 
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