
 

 

 

 

13th November 2020 

Year 11 GCSEs and end of year examinations 2021 

Dear parents/ carers, 

I am writing to you to give the latest information regarding the assessment of your child’s 

academic ability in Year 11. 

The Minister for Education Kirsty Williams has written to all secondary schools this week to 

inform us of the following: 

“I am writing to you to confirm my intention to direct Qualifications Wales that there should 

be no end of year exams for GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in 2021. 

The primary reason for my decision is down to fairness; the time learners will spend in schools 

and colleges will vary hugely and, in this situation, it is impossible to guarantee a level playing 

field for exams to take place.  

 Instead of exams, we intend to work with schools and colleges to take forward teacher-

managed assessments. 

 These should include assessments that will be externally set and marked, but delivered 

within a classroom environment under teacher supervision.  

 My expectation is that these will form the basis for centre-based outcomes which will 

be linked to an agreed national approach to provide consistency across Wales.   

I have heard first hand from many learners about how worried they are about the prospect of 

taking exams and the pressure they feel under to get through as much course content as 

possible.” 

There are still lots of questions at the moment about the content of these externally set and 

marked assessments, and when pupils will be expected to undertake them within a controlled 

classroom environment. The Minister’s letter outlines the following: 

“My intention is for this work to be finalised in December so that guidance and supporting 

materials can be in place for the start of the spring term. 

While done for the best intentions, I can give you reassurance that the first assessment 

activities will not need to commence until the latter half of the spring term.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Although there are still further questions that need answers, our recommendation to Year 

11 pupils is as follows; 

1. Make sure all your work in class and coursework is the best it can be and achieves 

your target grade. If you don’t know what your target grade is ask your teacher.  If 

your work is below standard then ask your teacher how it can be improved as you 

will need to re-submit where possible. 

 

2.  If you have been self-isolating at home due to the current Covid-19 situation it is 

vital that you complete the work set for you on Google Classrooms as this may form 

part of the evidence base for awarding your final GCSE grades. 

 

3. Do not worry unduly about the externally set and marked classroom based 

assessments at this stage. Once we find out what they entail you should have plenty 

of time to prepare and complete them to the required standard. 

 

4. Good attendance at school is more important now than at any time in your school 

life. Do not lose sight of the fact that good qualifications will be your best chance of 

moving on to employment, further education or training.   

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any concerns or queries. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr K. Maher  

Headteacher 

  

 


