
 

 

 

23rd October 2020 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

As we come to the end of this first half-term of the academic year 2020/21, I would like to 

thank all pupils, parents and staff for their incredible support in making our start back such a 

success after the sixth months of lockdown. Our procedures have worked incredibly well, 

and we have had only one instance of a year group ‘bubble’ needing to self-isolate. The 

ethos of the school, it’s ’Pen y Dre- ness’ remains and it is such a happy, thriving and 

successful school community in which to teach and learn. 

We are conscious, however, that the Covid -19 transmission rate remains high ln Merthyr 

Tydfil at the moment, and we need to minimise the disruption to pupils’ education caused 

by any potential future cases being identified. We are therefore making a slight adjustment 

to our plans, with the main change being that the school day will end 10 minutes earlier at 

2.30 p.m. for all pupils from Monday 2nd November 2020. Due to the recently announced 

‘firebreak’, only Years 7 and 8 will be in that week  so we will have plenty of time to get used 

to this new arrangement. We will be making a few other minor adjustments within the 

school day, and pupils will be told about these by their form tutors on their return.  

All pupils affected by the ‘fire-break’ (Years 9, 10 and 11) have a full programme of learning 

via Google Classrooms. It is vital that they continue with their studies during this week. After 

half-term the Minister for Education will announce how Year 11 will be awarded their 

qualifications at the end of the academic year.  If Centre Assessed Grades form part of the 

process, it is clearly vital that pupils’ current work in class is of the very highest standard.  

During this half-term we saw the completion of the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award for 

nearly all pupils in Year 10. We are the first school in Wales to have had the opportunity to 

achieve such a prestigious feat. We are also the first secondary school in CSC to have been 

awarded the Bronze Award for ‘Siarter Iaith’ which recognises our work to promote Welsh 

language and culture.  

Applications to our new Year 7 for 2021 are open, and we expect to be over-subscribed 

again for next year; which shows the popularity of the school, and the trust the community 

places in us. We remain determined to repay that trust at all times and to ensure our young 

men and women become the very best versions of themselves. 

Have a happy and restful half-term.  

Yours sincerely, 

K. Maher  


