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- Welcome back to Pen y Dre High School! We have worked hard over the summer to ensure 
that your child’s return to school is as safe and as happy as possible. We want the pupils to 
have the same amazing experience of Pen y Dre High School as always, and we will ensure 
that the very special heart of this school, its ‘Pen y Dre-ness’, remains and thrives. 

- Our plans for re-opening have been well-thought through and risk assessed to keep staff 
and pupils as safe as possible. We are in the middle of a pandemic, so it is important that 
we understand that changes to the school routine will be inevitable. We are all living and 
working in ‘the new normal’. 

- We hope this guidance answers as many of your questions as possible. However, this will 
be updated I’m sure as the weeks and months pass to respond to the national situation. 

It’s great to be back. We can’t wait to see you all again! 
Aspire Achieve Believe 
K. Maher Headteacher

WELCOME BACK



Under no circumstances should pupils or staff attend schools/settings if they: - feel unwell with any of the identified COVID-19 symptoms. They should remain at home and 
self-isolate and arrange a COVID-19 test - have tested positive for COVID-19 - live in a household with someone who has symptoms of, or has tested positive for - COVID-19 

Any pupil who shows symptoms compatible with COVID-19 while in school will be immediately 
isolated and their parent/carer will be called to collect them and their siblings immediately as 
quickly as possible. The pupil and their whole household should immediately isolate at home as 
per Welsh Government guidance and apply for a COVID 19 test. The child and their siblings will not 
be able to return to school until the isolation period is over or on production of a negative COVID 
test result. 
Please inform the school if your child is rightly kept at home because they or another member of 
your household feel unwell with COVID 19 symptoms or have tested positive for COVID 19. 

COVID - 19 AWARENESS



- MONDAY 7TH - TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER - YEARS 7 AND 11 ONLY 

- WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER - YEARS 7, 10, 11 

- THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER YEARS 7,9,10 AND 11 

- FRIDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER ONWARDS- ALL YEAR GROUPS IN SCHOOL

WHEN DOES MY CHILD START BACK?



- All pupils will be expected to return to school unless they have a 
medical/health reason not to.  

- This includes pupils who were previously shielding, and we would urge 
anyone with specific concerns to seek advice from their GP / consultant. 

- If you have any questions about attendance, you can also contact the 
Attendance Officer or Team Around the Family Co-ordinator here at Pen 
y Dre High School.

ATTENDANCE



- Pupils will be able to enter the school building no earlier than 8.20 a.m. and will 
leave at 2.40 p.m. 

- Pupils will enter via the nearest entrance and proceed via the one way system to 
their form class. Staff will be on duty to help pupils find their way around. 

- At the end of the school day pupils will leave via the nearest available exit 
following the one way system. Staff will be on duty to help pupils find their way 
around. 

- We encourage children to walk to school where possible. If pupils arrive by car, 
parents are asked to stay in their cars and park in designated bays. 

- Pupils are asked to keep a safe social distance and to wear face coverings where 
this is not possible.

START AND END OF SCHOOL DAY



- 8.30 -  8.50 a.m. -    Registration  

- 8.50 -  9.50 a.m. -    Period 1  

- 9.50 -  10.50 a.m. -   Period 2  

- 10.50 - 11.05 a.m. -   Break  

- 11.05 - 12.05 p.m. -   Period 3 

- 12.05-  1.05 p.m -     Period 4  

- 1.05-    1.30 p.m -     Lunch 

- 1.30-   2.40 p.m -     Period 5 
(There will also be opportunities period 4 to collect and eat lunch)

TIMINGS OF LESSONS IN SCHOOL DAY



- Pupils will be organised into form classes and year groups. Each year group is called a 
‘bubble’ and pupils will stay in their year group ‘bubble’ throughout the school day to 
minimise risk.  

- They will move about the school to different subject areas following the new one way 
system. We have introduced the one way system inside the school to ensure pupils and 
staff are able to keep a safe social distance when moving around the school. This is 
because our corridors are not two metres wide. 

- The one way system is clearly marked and staff will walk around with pupils to show them 
how it works.  

- Pupils should maintain a social distance from one another wherever possible throughout 
the school e.g. in corridors, toilets, communal areas and in classrooms. They should 
maintain distance and not touch staff and their peers where possible.

PUPIL GROUPINGS AND MOVING AROUND THE SCHOOL



Year groups will stay in their own ‘bubbles’ throughout the school day. 
We have zoned the school into 5 areas where this can be maintained 
during pupils’ time outside the classroom:  

- Year 7 area- sports hall and grass bank by outside changing rooms 

- Year 8 area- gym and outside yard 

- Year 9 area - lesser hall and area to side of school 

- Year 10 area- top hall and front of school 

- Year 11 area- bottom hall and courtyard area

SCHOOL ZONES 



Maintaining a distance between people while inside and reducing the amount of time they are in 
face-to-face to contact lowers the risk of transmission.  

It is strong public health advice that staff in secondary schools maintain a minimum 2m distance 
from their pupils, staying at the front of the class, and away from their colleagues where possible. 
Therefore, adults should maintain a 2 metre distance from each other, and from pupils. 
Classrooms have been arranged for the teacher to be 2 metres away from the students at the 
front of the room. 

We have adapted our classrooms to support distancing where possible. This includes seating 
pupils side by side and facing forwards, rather than face to face or side on, and moving 
unnecessary furniture out of classrooms to make more space. 

KEEPING SAFE IN THE CLASSROOM



- Pupils will be anxious that they have fallen behind but remember 
they will be in exactly the same position as every other young person 
in the UK. 

- Our curriculum will remain broadly the same but we will spend the 
first few weeks getting a better understanding of what skills pupils 
need in order for them to feel comfortable with learning again.  

- For our new Year 7 we will spend the first few weeks making sure we 
know where their strengths are, and what they need more help with. 

- The content of the curriculum will be broadly the same but with some 
adjustments for Year 11 in order to address any changes announced 
to GCSEs by the WJEC.

TEACHING AND LEARNING



- This is hugely important to us. Pupils will form excellent professional 
relationships with our staff and we will get to understand how they 
have coped with lockdown and what worries them. 

- Most pupils will be looking forward to coming back to school and will 
cope really well. But don’t worry, there is always additional help 
available from school staff and a range of external agencies if 
needed.  

- Our main aim is to ensure pupils are happy in school and are 
enjoying the enormous opportunities that Pen y Dre has to offer 
them. Once pupils are happy, they engage well with teaching and 
learning, and make excellent progress.

WELLBEING



- Face coverings are strongly advised in circumstances where social distancing is not possible in 
secondary schools.  

- Pupils are expected to wear face coverings on school transport and in all communal areas of the 
school. This is the guidance from the Local Authority for all secondary schools in Merthyr Tydfil. 

- The latest Welsh Government advice on Face Coverings (updated 2nd September 2020) recommends 
school assess risks where it would be beneficial for face coverings to be worn.  

- By putting in the one way system and asking pupils to wear face coverings in corridors and communal 
areas, we have assessed that this would help minimise risk due to the width of the corridors. 

- Pupils do not have to wear face coverings in lessons, but can if they wish to do so. 

- Please wash reusable coverings at the end of every day or provide fresh ones. They need to be stored 
in a plastic bag when not in use.  

- We have some spare face coverings if pupils forget but supplies are limited.

FACE COVERINGS



-Pupils are expected to wear full school uniform and follow our 
uniform policy. This includes a warm coat when the weather gets 
colder. 

-Pupils are expected to bring a school bag and refillable water bottle.  

-Pupils are expected to bring a face covering. 

-Pupils are expected to bring school P.E. kit on relevant days. 

-Pupils are expected to bring their own equipment which they must 
keep for personal use only: pencil case, pen, pencil, eraser, 
sharpener, ruler, glue stick, coloured pencil pack, highlighter and 
school calculator.

UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT



- Pupil behaviour at Pen y Dre is excellent and we want it to remain so. - Due to the risks posed by COVID-19, we will ensure the behaviour of any 
pupil does not impact on the health or wellbeing of others.  - Any pupil who chooses to behave in a way that could cause harm to 
others, including behaviours relating to safe social distancing, will be 
immediately isolated from others.  

- Pupil’s parents/carers will be called to collect their child immediately. 
Sanctions will be applied, will be appropriate and will be in line with our 
school policy as determined by the Governing Body.

BEHAVIOUR IN  SCHOOL



- Like all Merthyr schools we will be completely cashless on our return. 

- Parents need to sign up for @ParentPay to order school food. 

- School menus are available on www.merthyr.gov.uk website: School Catering. 
School meals will cost £2.70 and will be served in ‘grab and go’ packaging. 

- For the opening week pupils will bring in a packed lunch and snacks. 

- Pupils are expected to bring in a refillable water bottle. 

- Pupils can bring in snacks for break time if they conform to our Healthy Eating 
Policy. 

- Please see the school twitter account @1Penydre for examples of healthy snacks 
and drink based on Welsh Government advice. 

- If you need additional advice regarding eligibility for Free School Meals, then 
please do contact the LA via www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/
free-school-meals 

FOOD AND DRINK

http://www.merthyr.gov.uk
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-grants/free-school-meals


- We have refurbished several toilet blocks to ensure that each year group ‘bubble’ have their own block for 
breaks:  

- Year 7 - outside changing rooms - Year 8 - P.E./swimming pool area - Year 9 Maths corridor - Year 10 Main school toilets - Year 11- English corridor 

- Pupils must carefully follow the procedures explained to them at the start of the term (such as following the one-
way system, social distancing, washing of hands and using the toilets allocated to their cohort ‘contact’ group).  - Every child must wash their hands thoroughly and will be required to use hand sanitiser/antibacterial gel outside 
their classroom. - Additional cleaning staff will be employed throughout the day so if there is a need to use the toilet during lesson 
time pupils will use the nearest toilet to their teaching room.  

TOILETS



-We have a wonderful cleaning team who take a pride in the school and their work. We have 
increased cleaning throughout the school day: desks, chairs, doors, sinks, toilets, light switches, 
handles, handrails will be cleaned throughout the day.- Sufficient handwashing facilities are available. Hand sanitiser will be available in areas without 
frequent access points to soap and water.-Where possible, windows will be open so that spaces are ventilated.- We will strongly encourage all staff and pupils to:

frequently wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds and dry thoroughly/use 
sanitiser.
clean their hands on arrival at school, before and after eating, and after sneezing or coughing. 
Not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose.
Use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’).

HYGIENE



- Due to the current situation, the school reception will be closed to all parents, carers and 
visitors unless by strict prior appointment.


- The school gates will be shut during the school day.


- There’s a lot to take in but we are here to help you. If you do need any further help or advice 
then please do contact the school as usual via the following: 


Telephone : 01685 351845


Email: office@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk


Website: www.penydre.merthyr.sch.uk


Twitter: @1Penydre


VISITING THE SCHOOL AND ASKING FOR HELP
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