
 

19th April 2020  

Summer Term 2020: Distance Learning and Coronavirus Covid-19 Update 

Dear parents/ carers, 

I am writing to welcome you to our first Summer Term of ‘distance learning’ at Pen y Dre High 
School, and to give the latest information regarding how Coronavirus Covid-19 continues to affect 
the education of your child/children. I do hope that you have had a pleasant and restful Easter, and 
have managed to stay home and stay safe whenever possible. 

I have written before that we are in a time of unprecedented challenge. As parents and carers, you 
have been working really hard to keep your children safe and occupied. Please do not be too hard on 
yourselves, you are not ‘home schooling’ your children, just helping and guiding them through this 
difficult time. Be mindful of your own wellbeing as well as that of your children, and don’t hesitate 
to ask for any help or advice. It’s our job, but more than that, it is our privilege, to support you and 
your children. There’s lots of advice on Health and Wellbeing on our twitter account 
@WellbeingAtPYD. You can ring the school on 01685 351845, contact members of staff via your 
child’s Google Classroom account, or email us at office@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk . 

Over the next few weeks we will be gathering evidence together for the submission of Year 11 GCSE 
grades to Welsh Government. We are still not sure when the deadline for this is, but we think it will 
be no earlier than the end of May 2020. We do know that results day will stay the same for Year 11: 
20th August 2020. We imagine that pupils will be awarded subject grades based on coursework, 
mock examinations, teacher assessment, predicted grades and other factors. We will use a range of 
evidence to ensure that the grades awarded to your children reflect their ability and hard work.  

For all other year groups, please continue to use Google Classrooms and GCSEpod as the main 
distance learning platforms. Instructions are on our school website under the ‘Coronavirus – 
Distance Learning’ tab. There are also lots of great activities that our staff post on the school’s 
twitter account @1Penydre for pupils to get involved in. We also love to see what your children have 
been working on, so do tag us in to anything you’d like to show us. Some of the dancing, cooking, 
keep fit, craft making, art and musical performances from home have been wonderful! It is also 
worth knowing that from Monday 20th April the BBC will be offering educational videos, quizzes, 
podcasts and articles on BBC Bitesize Daily via the BBC iplayer, red button, BBC Four and BBC 
Sounds.  

Thank you for your continued support of Pen y Dre High School. Together, we are #teamPYD. 

Yours sincerely,  

Mr K. Maher Headteacher  



 


