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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Over recent weeks the school has dealt with cases of a small minority pupils receiving negative experiences 

over social media outside school. These have been upsetting and sometimes distressing for the individual 

pupil, leading to issues spilling over into school time. 

We would like to highlight to parents that individuals need to be 13 to open and activate many social media 

accounts. This age limit is there for a reason, predominately so that individuals are mature enough to use 

these sites correctly and are protected. Below is a screenshot from INSTAGRAM, who have stated that 

children UNDER 13 should not be using this social media.  

 

Recent tragic headlines have illustrated how all of us need to protect the health of learners who may on the 

surface not seem affected by the perils of social media. The school currently has a policy where pupils are 

allowed to bring mobile phones to school and used during break times in prescribed areas. The school can 

reassure parents that checking status and updating profiles will NOT be allowed during lesson time. Also if 

learners have been shown to have negatively used social media they will not be allowed to bring phones into 

school in the interests of themselves and others. 

We are living in times where young people receive a lot of information from an early age. It is vital that all 

parties play an active role in ensuring young people are safe online and they benefit from the internet and 

not feel it has a place where they will be attacked. Below is the link to INSTAGRAM to delete accounts. It is 

the school’s expectation that no Year 7 pupils will use INSTAGRAM until they are 13 and that negative use 

of any messaging will not be tolerated at school: https://help.instagram.com/517920941588885 

We hope you share our thoughts and support our quest to make growing into a young adult a happy journey. 

Thank you once again for your support towards a successful 2019 at Pen y Dre High School. 

Mr M.Jacklin , Assistant Head (Leader of Key Stage 3) 
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